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Thank you to sponsor Bio-Bubble for helping with costs towards this newsletter

Wight Squirrel Project
is self-supporting and relies on fundraising
and donations.  Help to keep us going by
becoming a ‘Friend of the Red Squirrel’ for a
year by giving a minimum donation of £5 per
person.  If you want to save postage, then
ring for details on how to pay straight into
Wight Squirrel Project bank account or go
online and fill in the form. Details are at the
bottom of the page.

Acknowledgements
Dave Dana and Woodland Monitors
Mike, Ann, Helen, Carolyn and Viv for help at
shows
Goodleaf Tree Climbing and Carol Pryke for
filling road crossing hoppers
Bob & Jacquie Wilson
Vic Simpson
Michael Hodge
Jewson Moreys
Peter Matthews
Chris Holder
Richard Otterbeck
Becky Dawkins

WIGHT SQUIRREL PROJECTWIGHT SQUIRREL PROJECT
The Isle of Wight Red Squirrel Conservaion Group

Founded 1993
Project Manager:  Helen Butler MBE

Wildlife hide for
members
Up and running at last!
We have been trying to open a hide for
our members for some years and at last
it has happened!
Thanks to a landowner, who wishes to
remain anonymous, the hide is situated in a
very nice ancient woodland and there are
red squirrels in residence.
Local farmer, Rod Stone, kindly built the hide in his barn and then it was
transported in sections and re-erected in the wood with help from a few of
his mates.
If you are a paid up ‘Friend of the Red Squirrel’ and interested in visiting
the hide, please contact Helen using the details at the bottom of the page.
If you wish to become a ‘Friend’, please contact Helen or go to the
website where there are donation forms available.
We have Ron Bowler and Jewson Moreys to thank for a welcome
contribution of timber and Pete King for making a beautiful job of carving
the sign.
Local resident,
Richard, keeps the
feeders filled with
sunflower seeds -
much healthier than
peanuts! The
squirrels quickly
found the food and
up to 6 have been
seen together,
resulting in chasing
and (squirrel)
swearing!
We are working with
Quarr Abbey and some of our walks start from there.
The next one is during the Autumn Walking Festival on
Friday 24th October. We leave from the tea shop at
10am for a ‘squirrel walk’ and have tea/coffee and
cake afterwards.  Cost is £5 to include the
refreshments and a small donation to Wight Squirrel
Project.            

Picture:  Quarr hide and helpers: Ian Plumbley,
Liam Darbyshire, Andrew White, (Helen Butler)
and hide builder Rod Stone

Jessie takes volunteer trophy this year
Jessie Booth has been a woodland
monitor since the progamme began
in the mid-nineties.  She has
monitored 2 woods consistently
throughout the time.
The walks do not take place in wet
or windy weather and sometimes it
can be tricky to fit in the 3 walks
within 3 weeks as the methodology
demands but Jessie juggles it very
well.
Jessie and late husband Fred
helped out at shows for a number of
years as well.  She also leads red
squirrel walks.

RED SQUIRRELS UNDER THREAT FROM HUMANS
Britain’s red squirrels are commonly dying as a result of human
activities; this is a major conclusion in a report published, 16
November 2013, in BMC Veterinary Research.
In a study lasting 10 years, post-mortem examinations were
performed on 163 red squirrels found dead on the Isle of Wight and in
Scotland, Cumbria and Anglesey. Over 60% of deaths were due,
directly or indirectly, to human activities  
Road traffic accidents were the single most common cause of death
(42%) and were as common in the Highlands of Scotland as on the
Isle of Wight. The second most common cause was attack by
domestic cats and dogs (9.2%).
Cats were also indirectly responsible for one in six of all squirrel
deaths on the Isle of Wight. This was due to fatal infection by the
parasite Toxoplasma. Vic Simpson, the veterinary pathologist who led
the study, explains: “Cats carry the parasite in their intestines. Here it
produces spore-like bodies called oocysts which are passed out in the
cat’s faeces. Squirrels become infected by foraging in contaminated
areas, such as gardens.” Toxoplasma can also cause serious disease
in other species, including humans. 
Other human activity-related deaths were caused by rat traps, rat bait
poisoning and electrocution. Co-author, Helen Butler, said “Red
squirrels benefit from supplementary feeding and many people enjoy
watching them in their gardens. However, care is needed in
positioning feeders to reduce the risk of attack by cats and dogs and
in the deployment of rat traps and rat poison.”
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The Red Squirrel Dell
Red squirrel sightings have gradually
increased here since improvement work was
started. The Dell is located in the corner of Pell
Lane recreation ground in Ryde. Times that the
one or two squirrels visit vary enormously so
it’s a case of you may be lucky or you may not. 
There is a basic hide, a seat and a feeding
station in The Red Squirrel Dell.
Reported red squirrel sightings: 
2010   2011    2012    2013    2014 (6 months)
9        33        54        89        93   

Rope bridge
The first rope bridge went up in Calthorpe
Road, Ryde in 1996.  At the time the trees
did not meet across the roads the rope was
literally ‘bridging the gap’.  In the high winds
last winter the poplars that the rope was
attached to came down.  As the trees now
meet across the road a little further up the
road, the bridge wasn’t needed so, with help
from the ‘boys from Ryde Fire Brigade’, it
was taken down.
Paul McCathie
took down the
new style bridge.
Hoppers are now
in place where
trees meet across
the road a short
way up from the
original bridge. 

Volunteers Hugh & Robyn clearing round newly
planted trees which will extend  woodland cover

New name for Wight Squirrel Project?
People have difficulty remembering the charity’s name.  Have you any new ideas or preferences?  If so, let me know!

Website
Watch out for
our new style

website, coming
shortly!



LANDSCAPE THERAPY
'Bare-root and fruit tree nursery' 

Middleham · Wilmingham Lane · Freshwater ·
Isle of Wight · PO40 9UQ 

tel: (01983) 760011 · mobile: 07966 292334

Army drafted in to help red squirrel conservation
Last summer Helen had discussions with Graham Biss from The
Royal Isle of Wight Agricultural Society about putting a hide in the
woods at The County Showground, Northwood. 
It was agreed to go ahead but then Helen saw an advert inviting
bids for voluntary help from the army and applied and we were
lucky enough to win their support. 
Twenty soldiers from the 14th Regiment of the Royal Artillery came
along on April 9th to build the hide and help prepare the
showground for the next County Show.  
Wight Squirrel Project volunteers Rod Stone and Mike Evans must
also be thanked for their invaluable contribution to the hide build.

Pole climbing
competition
Charlie Broomfield
and Paul McCathie of
Goodleaf Tree
Climbing were our
intrepid champions at
the pole climbing
competition on
County Show day.
Both did very well in
spite of this being
their first attempt at
pole climbing. Charlie
came second in the
novice section
winning £30 for Wight
Squirrel Project.
Well done and thanks
very much lads!

Red squirrel numbers
Squirrel numbers are down again this year.
Parkhurst Forest has been particularly worrying
as regular walkers and people with ‘garden
squirrels’ from Parkhurst have reported a
severe decline. 
There is a recording form especially for those
who walk in Parkhurst. If you would like one
please contact Helen using the details at the
bottom of the page. 
The number of road kills between July 2013
and August 2014 was 74.  This is the lowest
since1999.  Although sad, road kills are an
indication of abundance.

Post mortem results
29 squirrels were picked up for post mortem
examination this year. This is a much lower
number than previous years and again an
indication of fewer squirrels. The results are:
RTA 8
Natural causes 13
Cat  2
Rat poison 2
Unidentified cause 4

14th Regiment of the Royal Artillery at work

RIWAS chairman Danny Fisher and Andrew
Turner MP at the hide launch on County Show

COME TO SEE MEAND MY FRIENDS 
AT SHANKLINCHINE
OPEN FROM
EASTER TOOCTOBER

Charlie Broomfield climbing the pole
Distribution maps giving
locations of red squirrel

sightings from the general
public.  Garden questionnaire
and woodland monitoring is

not included

Garden questionnaire results 2013
Frequency Daily 81% Increased 17% Decreased  22% Stable 56% No Answer 5% Babies seen by 50%  
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Red Squirrel Week
Our National Red
Squirrel Week
event this year is on 
September 27th at 
The County Show
Ground, Northwood.
Included will be:
Woodland education for
kids - and parents
Make your own squirrel feeder or drey
Woodland monitoring training
How and where to observe red squirrels
Stalls
Visit the new hide for a red squirrel talk
Survey the woods for signs of small mammals 
Volunteer recruitment
Watch out in the local media for more
details of events and times

IF YOU WANT
TO VOLUNTEER
PLEASE COME
ALONG AND
SPEAK TO US 

Garden Squirrels Questionnaire Please circle your answers  It’s important to know if your squirrels have
stopped coming. Disappearing temporarily in the autumn doesn’t count!!!  DON’T FORGET YOUR POSTCODE!
NAME &
ADDRESS.................................................................................Postcode................DATE............            
Do squirrels visit: Most days Most weeks        Occasionally 
The average number in: Winter 1 or 2 2-5 Over 5

Spring 1 or 2 2-5 Over 5
Summer         1 or 2 2-5 Over 5
Autumn 1 or 2 2-5 Over 5

Over the last year have squirrels: Increased Decreased Remained Stable
Did you notice any juveniles? Yes No

Woodland monitoring report
Over the 9 years covered by the report the
numbers have fluctuated, quite dramatically, in
some instances.  This is due to natural events
such as weather conditions or woodland
management disturbing the squirrels.
Population fluctuations due to natural causes
such as seed crop failure or a rise in predators
is normal in all wild populations.
With a good seed crop in 2013 and 2014
numbers should pick up.  If they don’t then
other causes must be investigated.

Squirrel only feeders
You can buy our squirrel feeders from Nature
Zones in Godshill, Diamond Pets,  Cowes and
Ryde or The Garlic Farm, Newchurch.  Any
queries please contact us. Thank you to Mike
Evans for making the feeders.

2000 2001

2002 2003

2004 2005

2006 2007

2008


