
 

Item 4  

EUSIF Update 

The Solent area European Structural and Investment Fund has been meeting on a monthly basis to 

move forward on developing calls for funding through the national process. The first round of 

European Structural Investment Funds was launched at the end of March. This first round went out 

as a limited call as Operational Programmes (OP) for the European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF) had not been agreed with the Commission at the time. The 

OP for ERDF has now been finalised with the Commission. However at the time of writing the ESF OP 

is still not formerly agreed.  

The Solent area agreed two direct calls for ERDF, one for Research and Innovation and the other for 

Business Support. Deadlines for the first stage Expression of Interests (EOIs) were at the end of May.  

The managing authority, which is Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) for 

ERDF has received one EOI for each call for proposal.  Under PA1 (research and innovation) a 

proposal for £1.5m of ERDF was received from the University of Southampton and under PA 2 (sme 

competitiveness) an application was made by the University of Portsmouth for £1.8m ERDF.  

The MA has assessed both applications and now need to feed into a national moderation process to 

ensure consistency across the programme nationally. The intension is that MA assessments of the 

EOI submissions will be taken to the Solent EUSIF committee on the 20th July.  

The EUSIF committee has also agreed five specifications which went via the Skills Funding Agency 

opt-in agreement. The process here is slightly different with the SFA submitting an application for 

funding in round one to the managing authority, which for the ESF is Department for Work and 

pensions (DWP). The DWP are in the process of assessing these applications. Once a funding 

agreement between SFA and DWP is agreed the SFA will issue invitations to tender, hopefully before 

the end of July.  A rolling programme of invitations to tender will follow this.  

The EUSIF committee agreed in April the following calls:  

 Employer responsive - £2,256,699 over 3 yrs   

 Support for unemployed - £1,155,870 over 3 yrs  

 Supporting young people / IAG  - £385,290 over 3 yrs   

 Supporting young people / Traineeships - £770,580 over 3 yrs   

 Supporting young people / Apprenticeship grants - £770,580 over 3 yrs   



The second round of calls is due to launched between the 20th July and 3rdAugust. The Solent 

area is looking to progress the following:   

 Two ESF direct calls for funding  to commence Solent Jobs pilot activity and the Community 

grants programme  

 One opt-in agreement with the Big Lottery for Solent Jobs activity. 

 Two ERDF calls both under PA 3 SME competiveness. One for a SME grant programme and 

the other will be for a graduate placement scheme.  

 The committee also agreed an Isle of Wight specific call for business support under the rural 

(EAFRD). This will be for £150,000. The view is that a Solent wide call under tourism will be 

developed for a September round.  

 

The ESB are asked to note this update 

 


