
Annual Forum 2014

Wight AONB held their Annual 
Forum. It was well attended 
with very interesting speakers 
on topics including Dark Skies, 
National Trust’s Neptune project, 

HIWWT Sea grass projects, SERFCA work and 
conservation work at Jersey Camp and the Down to 
the Coast Landscape project. This also included a 
tour of Jersey Camp. Thanks to all our speakers and 
attendees.
There are photos of the day on our Facebook Page
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Wight AONB Annual 
General Meeting

This year the IW AONB AGM 
will be held on 1st December, at 
Northwood House, Cowes. 

In conjunction with the AGM, there will be a workshop 
looking at the priorities for Delivery Plan for 2015/2016. 

Please contact Margaret to book your place on 01983 
823855 or margaret.spencer@iow.gov.uk  
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Wight AONB Partners
Please fi nd below information about upcoming projects 
and events supported by the Wight AONB Partnership.

Small Scale Landscape Grants Available 

If you are planning small scale landscape improvements this winter, such 
as hedgelaying, within the AONB, please give us a call as we have a 
small pot of money available for these sorts of projects. 

Contact Joel on 01983 823 855 or email joel.bateman@iow.gov.uk 

Autumn Woodland Events 

This autumn promises more things woody than a Toy Story box set 
as the National Association of AONBs presents a series of workshops 
tackling Working in Woodlands. 

22 November. Prime Coppice, Nr Bridport in Dorset AONB. The 
event will show how to get the most of wood as a fuel. Details from 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/making-the-most-of-your-wood-fuel-
tickets-13704742253

1st December. 134 Edmund Street, Birmingham.This event will 
provide advice on different forms of property tenure, leases, licences, 
management agreements and the benefi ts of long term woodland social 
action. Details from: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/legal-needs-of-
woodland-social-action-groups-tickets-13705998009

11 December. Wyre Forest, Shropshire. This event looks at 
Understanding Woodland Management including the setting up, running 
or developing a woodland social enterprise. This training event will look 
at practical aspects involved in managing woodland; how to understand 
management systems; timber markets and the economics of woodfuel. 
Details from: http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-woodland-
management-tickets-14072444059

Dark Wight Skies 

Following successful trials at the Observatory, Vectis Astronomy Society 
have installed a number of fi xed network Sky Quality Meters (SQM) 
across the Island to monitor the darkness of the Island’s skies. 

The work is helping to paint a picture of the Island’s Dark Skies. VAS 
will be starting the work very soon and hope to have at least 10 fi xed 
monitoring sites across the Island and 5 mobile stations. The data 
collected will be available on www.darkwightskies.com



Down to the Coast 

Down to the Coast is a project all about 
the landscape made by the rivers on the 
eastern end of the Isle of Wight. This 
covers an area of about sixty square 
miles, and about half of the Island’s 
population live here.

This famously beautiful area includes 
chalk downs as well as the largest area of 
fresh water wetland on the Island.

The diverse landscape is among the UK’s 
richest areas for wildlife. With very few 
deer and no grey squirrels, its woodlands 
are unique, providing good habitat for red 
squirrels and dormice. Water birds and 
water vole thrive here without predatory 
mink.

The landscape and the very things that 
make it so valuable are changing; as are 
the ways people live, work and play in 
this part of the Isle of Wight.

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund,
organisations including wildlife charities, 
national agencies, the local authority and 
local interest groups have come together 
to manage the process of change under 
the banner of the East Wight Landscape 
Partnership.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has invited 
us to work up the detail of the scheme 
during 2014/15 and we hope to get the 
go-ahead from them to start delivery of 
the fi ve year scheme in autumn 2015.
For further information about Down to 
the Coast and how you can get involved, 
please contact:

Peter Fellows
Down to the Coast Development Offi cer
peter.fellows@iow.gov.uk

For more information please visit www.wightaonb.org.uk 

or follow us  www.facebook.com/pages/Isle-of-Wight-AONB-Partnership/213952778632347

or https://twitter.com/wight_aonb

Bembridge Windmill

Green Gym hard at work


