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The Island is now included in England’s coast path – and the 
government has pledged to complete the whole path by 2020

2020 vision
The perfect 
Christmas gift for 
every rambler...

THE ORDER TO include the Isle of Wight in 
the English Coast Path (inset, below) has 
been signed by the Minister and came into 
force at the beginning of October 2014.

In September, Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg gave the keynote speech at the 
RSPB’s State of Nature conference. One 
part of his speech covered the English 
coastal path. He said: 

“I also want to see far greater progress in 
opening up Britain’s coastal paths. Over 
the past five years, the right of permanent 
public access has only been added to a 
further 123 kilometres of England’s 4,000 
kilometres of coastline, despite the Marine 
and Coastal Act making this public access 
a legal obligation for government.

“At this rate, we will have built High Speed 
2 and the UK’s first space port – all before 
our coastal path is completed. You’ll be 
able to fly in space before you can walk 
around our coast. That’s just not good 
enough and I’ve been pushing for this 

to all our readers
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process to be speeded up. 

It hasn’t been easy, but I’m pleased to 
announce today that the government will 
be putting the funding in place to ensure 
the path is completed by 2020.”

There have been local successes too.  
The Isle of Wight Council finally decided 
to commit £200,000 to repair the Totland 
sea wall which collapsed in December 
2012. The coast path should reopen by 
April 2015. A diversion order has been 
published to reopen BB10 at Bembridge, 
and the coast path from Foreland to Culver 
should reopen by the end of 2014.

Negotiations are at an advanced stage at 
Gurnard and that this coast path closure 
will be resolved soon.

Natural England is the organisation that 
decides the route of our new coast path, 
and there is an established scheme to 
determine this. They have already had 
one meeting with Isle of Wight Council to 
discuss it.

If you’ve been scratching 
your head for ideas for a 
late Christmas present, why 
not purchase a box set of 
Island maps for £26? This 
includes parcel post to your 
door. You can order from 
the Isle of Wight Ramblers’ 
online bookshop at www.
iowramblers.com/page22.
htm. All of the other IW 
Ramblers’ publications are 
avilable at this site.

Our internet site www.
iowramblers.com (pictured 
below) is going from 
strength to strength, with 
over 60 walks and leaflets 
that can be downloaded, as 
well as showing the very 
latest information about our 
walks programme. S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  
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COUNTRYSIDE, ENGLAND AND WALES 

The English Coast (Isle of Wight) Order 2014 

Made - - - - 
14th July 2014 

Laid before Parliament 
24th July 2014 

Coming into force - - 1st October 2014 

The Secretary of State, being satisfied that the coast of the Isle of Wight is of sufficient length to 
enable the establishment of one or more long-distance routes along its length capable of affording 
the public an extensive journey on foot, and in exercise of the powers conferred by section 
300(2)(b) and (5) of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009(a), makes the following Order. 
Citation, commencement and extent 

1. This Order— 

(a) may be cited as the English Coast (Isle of Wight) Order 2014; (b) comes into force on 1st October 2014; and 
(c) extends to England and Wales.  

Specification of the Isle of Wight  

2. The island known as the Isle of Wight is specified for the purposes of section 300(2)(b) of the 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.  

 

 

 

Dan Rogerson 
 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
14th July 2014 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 2009 c. 23. 
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Welcome...
... to walkTALK, the newsletter from the 
Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re new to 
walking, or if you’ve not seen walkTALK 
before, why not join us? Benefits include:
•260 led walks on the Island each year;
•talks and discussions about Island 

features and heritage;
•walking holidays;
•national Walk magazine and walkTALK;
•discounts from leading outdoor suppliers 

(eg Cotswold; Blacks) and HF Holidays;
•support for an organisation campaigning 

for greater access to the countryside.

Joining us couldn’t be easier. And if you pay 
by direct debit, there’s £10 off the price! 
Just go to www.iowramblers.com and 
click on the membership link. 

A WARM WELCOME to new members:

Main Group
Mr & Mrs D Lykins-Trevatt Ryde
Mrs K Paulin  Shanklin
Mr & Mrs A Stables Norton
Mr M Connor  St Helens
Mr & Mrs E Priest Newport
Mr Furse & Ms Armour Cowes
Mrs M Lucas  Godshill
Ms D McWilliam  Chale Green
Mr & Mrs N England Ryde

Wightsole (for younger walkers)
Mr & Mrs R Harbridge Newport
Miss Elliott  Newport

537 Total membership

for the IW Ramblers 

Main Group 493; Wightsole 44

Pictured Mike Slater, IW Ramblers’ Donate-a-gate officer, looks 
on as Elaine Cesar cuts the ribbon on the 15th anniversary gate

Social events, holidays, shows, media and reports
Notice of Ramblers AGMs
Members are invited to attend this year’s Group and Area 
AGMs which will take place at 11.15am on Saturday 31st 
January 2015 at Arreton Community Centre.

The out-going committee will present a report of last year’s 
activities, including the annual accounts, for approval of the 
membership and a new committee will be elected. 

	 Consider the annual report
	 Consider the income and expenditure and the 

balance sheet
	 Appoint office holders and the committees
	 Nominate representatives to the General Council
	 Appoint an independent examiner for the accounts
	 Discuss and consider motions submitted in writing.

NB It is important to note that if certain office holders or 
an independent examiner cannot be found, the AGM can 
authorise the committee to fill these vacancies at their 
discretion at a later date. 
 
AGM agenda:

1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence
3. Approval of last year’s AGM report and any matters 

arising
4. Presentation and approval of annual reports and 

accounts
5. Election of committee members and independent 

examiner
6. Discussion of motions

THERE WILL BE a leisurely walk around Wootton on Thursday 5th 
March at 1pm, starting from GR SZ 544919, returning to the Wootton 
Community Centre at 3pm for high tea, sandwiches, homemade cake 
and scones.

This will be followed by a beetle drive – expect lots of fun and 
laughter! Prizes will be awarded, and there will also be a raffle.
Admission on the door will be £4.50 per person. For more information, 
please contact Carol Henley on tel: 537445, or email her at chenley.
iow@btinternet.com

TWO VERY SUCCESSFUL coach outings to 
Brownsea Island were arranged by Jackie Hough 
last summer, (pictured above). John Rolphe led 
the walks on both days.

WE HAD SUCCESSFUL shows at Chale 
and at the Garlic Festival and a really 
excellent show at the Wolverton Garden 
Fair – well done to one and all.

Sales of £470 were received and 
the profit from these sales more 
than covered our costs. The shows 
generated much publicity and interest 
from the public. 

There are many people to thank for the 
six days of events: 

John Gurney-Champion for housing 
our show equipment; 

Ann Wellings for much of the paper 
work;

Howard Duffus for helping set up our 
stand at Chale and Wolverton;

John and Jennifer Hague for help with 

MEMBERS TAKE A well-earned break on a five-mile walk led by 
David Howarth along the Tennyson Trail last September, starting 
at Freshwater Bay, then east along the bottom of Afton Down 
and back via the golf course.

setting up the Garlic Festival;

Danny Siegal from St.Mary’s hospital 
printing department for some publicity 
displays; 

And everyone who helped clear up at 
the end of each show.

So a big thank you to all who gave up 
their time and worked so hard fronting 
the shows this year.

We already have provisional dates for 
the shows in 2015. The Garlic Festival 
is 20th and 21st August; Wolverton is 
5th and 6th September.

If you are able to join our team of 
volunteers helping at these shows then 
do please call me on tel 863189 for 
further details.

Pam Dana, Group committee

Successful year for IW Ramblers 
at the Island’s summer shows

Make a date for the AGMs 2015

New ‘Isle Be Active’ project needs volunteers

Beautiful 
Brownsea

Towering Tennyson

High tea, beetle drive... and a 4-mile stroll

7. Close

Arrangements are:

9am Local Walk
11.15am Group 1 AGM
12pm Area AGM
1.15pm Lunch (provided by Tom and Jean Denoon)
2.30pm Talk by Paul Strong, one of the longest serving 
of Ramblers staff and Head of IT. Paul is a qualified 
environmental scientist and has a passion for ecology. His 
talk will focus on what is happening in The Ramblers.
3.15pm Tea/coffee

Nominations/ Motions to Group, Area or General 
Council to be submitted in writing, before 16th January 
2015 to David Howarth, Area Chairman, 4 Woodlands, 

Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE

Note: Appointment of a Rambles Secretary, Social Events 
Secretary, Area Council Representative and a Footpath sub-
committee Representative, will be made at the first Group 
Committee Meeting after the AGM.

Please send lunch bookings (soups and hot pudding), £6 
per person, to Jackie Hough, Rookery Nook, 2, Forest Rd., 
Winford, Sandown, PO36 0JY

I/we enclose a cheque for £               payable to the Isle of 
Wight Ramblers

Signed

THE ISLE OF Wight Council community 
sports unit is running a new initiative 
to introduce inactive people to the 
social and health benefits of a range of 
physical activities.

They are exploring with IW Ramblers 
and IW Health Walks using easy short 
social walks as part of the programme, 
focusing on towns such as East Cowes, 
Newport, Ryde, Sandown and Ventnor.

They are looking for volunteers to 
lead regular short social walks around 
parks, along promenades and similar 
easy access venues. This could be of 
particular interest to experienced older 
members who would enjoy making 
a community contribution involving 
leisurely activity. If you’re interested 
in helping with this initiative, please 
contact Mike Slater tel 01983 752997.        
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In the last edition of WalkTalk, we featured 
Lisle Combe, home of renowned poet Alfred 
Noyes until his death in 1958. Here David 
Howarth describes the life of this
eminent Island resident

ALFRED NOYES WAS born in 1880 at 
Wolverhampton and was educated at 
Exeter College, Oxford although he left 
before completing his degree.

He was more interested in rowing and 
writing and by the age of 21 had produced 
a book of poems “The Loom of Years”. One 
of his best loved poems “The Highwayman” 
was written when he was 24 years of age. 
This was a tragic tale of love and courage. 
The first verse sets the scene:

“The wind was a torrent of darkness among 
the gusty trees, 

The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon 
cloudy seas, 

The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the 
purple moor, 

And a highwayman came riding - riding - 
riding, 

And a highwayman came riding up to the 
old inn door”.

In 1907 he married Garnett Daniels and 
travelled to America, visiting universities 
and becoming a visiting professor at 
Princeton. He published some works 
exclusively for America.

In the First World War he was involved 
with propaganda to encourage America 
join the conflict, and was awarded a CBE.

In the interwar years, another epic work 
of poetry was written: “The Torchbearers” 
published in three volumes: “Watchers of 
the Sky” 1922; “The Book of Earth” 1925 
and “The Last Voyage” 1930. Death is a 

major theme in this latter poem. 
It also commemorates his wife 

and speaks tenderly of her 
death, in 1926, in St. 

Jean de Luz, south 
west France.

In 1927 Noyes married again, this time to 
Mary Angela (born Mayne). In later years 
he said, “A new form of happiness came 
to me in the births of our three children, 
Hugh, Veronica and Margaret”. In 1929 the 
Noyes family moved to Lisle Combe. 

Between 1929-39, Noyes and his family 
enjoyed a rich and varied social life on the 
Isle of Wight. Many notable friends came 
to stay at Lisle Combe. Pleasant tennis 
and dinner parties were common with 
neighbours: the Jellicoes, the Mottistones, 
the Seeleys and the Moulton Barretts 
(related to Elizabeth Barrett Browning). 
Queen Victoria’s youngest daughter, 
Princess Beatrice, then Governor of the Isle 
of Wight, came to lunch several times.

Sometimes J.B. Priestley, famous for his 
play “An Inspector Calls”, would visit with 
his wife from their home at Billingham 
Manor in Chillerton, staying for lunch or 
tennis. Priestley was a keen tennis player. 

Queen Mary, wife of King George V visited 
several times to take tea in the drawing 
room after a walk in the formal gardens.

The Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, 
also visited Lisle Combe while he was living 
in exile on the Island.

 Another friendship was with members 
of the Ward family, who lived at Weston 
Manor in Totland – Herbert Ward and his 
wife. Ward gifted his family inheritance, 
Northwood House and Park, to the people 
of Cowes. 

 In 1938, Noyes and his wife went on a 
tour of Italy. He had been asked to write an 
article linking English literary figures, such 
as Keats and Shelley, with Italy.

 In Rome, Noyes had an audience with the 
Italian dictator, Mussolini. War had yet to 

be declared and Noyes believed he could 
help the peace process. The brief interview 
with the dictator shattered his hopes. 
“The pompous little man in the morning 
suit was not a normal human being; every 
glance every gesture was theatrical. The 
vanity of an actor manager possessed him 
to the point of insanity.”

During the Second World War, Noyes 
was a strong supporter of the Allied war 
effort. In his autobiography, he notes that 
“The Isle of Wight lay under the direct 
route of the air attacks on Southampton 
and Portsmouth and if the attackers had 
anything left on their return journey they 
frequently dumped it on the Island. It was 
Bonchurch and Ventnor that received the 
bombs”…. “Sir John Simeon’s house at 
Swainston, where Tennyson wrote one of 
his most beautiful poems, ‘In the Garden 
at Swainston’ went up in flames”. For the 
first year of the war Noyes and his family 
remained on the Island, but after that went 
to live in Canada and the United States.

Noyes is sometimes portrayed by hostile 
critics as a militarist. Actually he was a 
pacifist who hated war and lectured against 
it, but felt that when threatened with an 
unreasoning enemy, a nation could not 
but fight. He was nominated for, but not 
awarded, the Nobel Peace prize.

In 1949, suffering from glaucoma and 
having to dictate his writing, he returned 
to Britain, writing his autobiography in 
1953.

Noyes died on 25th June 1958 in his 78th 
year. He was buried in the cemetery near 
St. Saviour’s at Totland, his parish church.

• With thanks to Yvonne Rowles for the use 
of her booklet “Alfred Noyes, Island Poet and 
Writer”.

AN ISLAND LIFE

Noyes Alfred

Main picture The coast path to the south of Lisle 
Combe, near Ventnor
Inset, top Alfred Noyes as a young man
Inset, bottom An artist’s impression of Lisle Combe
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Jonathan cuts the ribbon 
on his new gate
WE WERE DELIGHTED that The Ramblers’ 
National Chairman Jonathan Kipling had donated 
a gate on the Island at Alum Bay. He visited the 
Isle of Wight in September with his wife Marjorie 
to inaugurate the gate – an event which was 
featured in the local press.

After the event, local chairman David Howarth 
and Access Officer Mike Slater took Jonathan and 
Marjorie for a walk to the Needles and Tennyson 
Monument, using some of the paths that have 
been upgraded by IW Ramblers.

Jonathan is a keen supporter of our Island 
Donate a Gate scheme. Ninety-three gates have 
been installed, providing improved access for all 
walkers, of varying abilities, encouraging more 
people to go walking in the countryside.

Jonathan has asked us to give a presentation on  
our scheme to the General Council at Robinson 
University Cambridge in March 2015, when it is 
hoped that it can be adopted by more Ramblers’ 
groups around Britain.

The Isle of Wight 
may be a small area, 
but it seems we have 
a big reputation – 
here we report on 
the 2014 visits from 
National President 
Kate Ashbrook, 
and GB Chairman 
Jonathan Kipling

Jonathan
Kate 
visit the Island

&

THE RAMBLERS’ PRESIDENT Kate Ashbrook was due 
to visit us for our AGM in February 2014, but had to 
abandon her visit when the St Valentine’s Day storm 
struck and disrupted ferry travel.

So we were very pleased when Kate agreed to visit 
during August. The timing was perfect as it was an 
opportunity to celebrate the government’s decision to 
include the Island in the English Coast Path.

But Campaigner Kate does not miss an opportunity to 
be involved with local issues of concern.  Consequently 
she visited the sea wall at Totland Bay where we gained 
special permission to access the site. This led to more 
publicity in the local press and on radio, followed by 
a BBC TV South Today feature and interviews with 
campaigners.

Kate was particularly keen to see our new Rookley 
accessible trail, and a Group walk was arranged. Kate 
was a good friend of our founder member Joan Deacon 
who lived at Rookley, and to whom the trail is dedicated.

David Howarth

Main picture Kate Ashbrook on Joan Deacon’s commemorative trail at Rookley
Inset, below left Local Ramblers gather with Kate Ashbrook
Above The devastation at Totland sea wall will nevertheless be repaired
Below Jonathan and Marjorie Kipling cut the ribbon to open his gate
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TWO HERITAGE TRAIL 
leaflets are now available that 
use St. Lawrence buildings 
to explain some of the village 
history (pictured below).

These range from the twelfth 
century church, to the remains 
of the RAF radar station 
constructed in the last world 
war to predict air attacks 
across the Channel.  

The nineteenth century 
predominates, as this was a 
period of rapid development in 
the Undercliff, and significant 
buildings from that time are 

Introducing St.Lawrence
Heritage Trails

included –  such as the new 
church, the school and the 
railway station.

The Village Trail takes 
about two hours, which 
includes time to spend in 
the fascinating St. Lawrence 
churches. The Coastal Trail is 
3.4 miles (5.4kms) and offers 
some of the best views of 
village buildings as well as a 
fine, bracing coastal walk.  

The trail leaflets have maps 
of the routes and descriptions 
of the buildings. Some 
photographs are included 

when there is no evidence of 
what had been there.   

Compiled by Richard 
Downing, the leaflets are 
published by the Ventnor 
and Undercliff Heritage 
Partnership (VUHP) and can 
be downloaded from the 
following websites:

St. Lawrence Community 
Association www.
stlawrenceiow.co.uk/Pages/
HeritageTrails.aspx
VUHP www.
ventnorheritagetrail.co.uk/
stlawrence.html

WE ARE ALL aware that as our 
membership ages, we must 
generate enthusiasm for walking 
in younger people. 

But, of course, we are in a busy 
world which is largely sedentary 
with the emphasis on social 
communications. So we must 
encourage young people to 
become more active, and for 
walking to be a key element of 
this.

Wight Scramblers has been 
introduced to involve younger 
children in fun activities. On 21st 
August, we participated in the 
Wildlife Foray at Fort Victoria.  
This is a popular event in the 
school holidays, and there is 
a wide variety of activities on 
offer from the AONB unit, Wildlife 
Trust, Dinosaur Isle, Natural 
Enterprise, the Bat Hospital and 

the Wight Squirrel Project. IW 
Ramblers offered a Scavenger 
Hunt where children were asked 
to wander with their parents in 
the country park and identify 
objects such as coloured 
stones, shells, feathers and the 
like. There were a number of 
questions to answer. Over 50 
children successfully completed 
the challenge and each one 
received a signed certificate, 
balloons, pens and pencils. It 
was fun for the children, and the 
organisers.

This was a good start to a new 
venture. In 2015, we hope to 
expand this at primary school 
fetes.  Of course we need 
even more volunteers for this 
venture to be successful. So we 
are looking for members with 
appropriate skills to join in and 
suggest new activities.

The Ramblers’ new scheme 
for encouraging younger 
walkers got underway in the 
West Wight last summer, as 
David Howarth explains

Victoria

Wight
Scramblers

launched at

Fort

Heritage Trails
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Tapnell Trail

OUR LONG DISTANCE walks programme, which is held 
every Saturday, is very popular. 

A 15-mile walk starts at 9am every week, apart from a 
couple of days at Christmastime.You could set your weekly 
watch by them and that for me is the secret of their success.

A couple of years ago I persuaded myself to take on the 
task of collating and publishing the Ramblers walking 
programme. One thing I noticed was that plenty of people 
said they wanted shortish walks, yet very few people were 
leading them, and they were not getting the number of 
walkers who initially said they wanted them. Moreover the 
walks were mostly during the week – OK if you are retired 
but many of our members do have regular jobs.

Fast-forward to a conversation with Vice-Chairman Mike 
Slater, which quickly turned to this problem and my solution 
for it – a walk every week, at the same time, but taking 
place on a Sunday. Critically there would need to be a hard 
core of walk leaders to give it a fighting chance of success. 
Mike thought that there was a good chance of getting those 
people together – indeed he was prepared to be one of 
them.

THE TAPNELL TRAIL at Freshwater was 
created as a 6.5 mile “accessible” route with 
some funding from West Wight Landscape 
Partnership. 

A new footpath had been created across 
Tapnell Farm, avoiding a walk on the busy 
middle road and running parallel to it. 
First mooted by local path representative 
Charlie Davidson, the path became a reality 
many years later, making the Tapnell Trail 
possible.

The initial work provided for stiles to 
be replaced with gates, a new leaflet 
promoting the trail, and two interpretation 
boards.  

Isle of Wight
Ramblers
Queen’s Award
for Voluntary
Service

Pyramidal Orchid.
Alan Rowe Common Blue.

Sue Davies

The former pop festival site

YOU
ARE HERE

Linnet.
NE Wildlife.

Galloway Cattle.
National Trust

Common Spotted 
orchid.
Alan Rowe

The Jimi Hendrix statue at 
Dimbola Lodge.
David Howarth

In August 1970 Tapnell and East Afton 
echoed to the sounds of Jimi Hendrix, 
Chicago, The Doors, The Who, Miles Davis, 
Joan Baez, Joni Mitchell, Jethro Tull, Sly & 
the Family Stone, Ten Years After, Emerson, 
Lake & Palmer and Free. These were just 
some of the acts that headlined at the Isle 
of Wight Festival of Music that year. Six 
hundred thousand fans descended on 
Afton from all over the world. It was 
reckoned that this Festival was bigger even 
than Woodstock, which had taken place in 
the USA the year before.

East Afton Farm

An accessible 6.5 miles walk in open countryside and the lower slopes of the 
downs with panoramic views of much of West Wight. Fairly flat terrain, no stiles 
or steps. Farmland which can be muddy and rutted in parts. NB: the short cut, 
shown as a blue dotted line (F28), does have two stiles.

The area is looked after by the National Trust and a tenant farmer.

As you walk along the base of the downs the types of downland flowers change 
as the soil and bed rock changes. Chalk grassland will be found at East Afton, 
where a range of flowers and grasses can be seen. Look out for Galloway cows 
and their calves. Grazing is important for keeping areas of grassland open, 
which promotes wild flower growth. Both areas have a lot of thorn scrub. This 
is important for birds and provides shelter for insects. Some areas of scrub are 
cleared by machine to create a mosaic of grass and scrubland to benefit wildlife.

Musk Thistle.
National Trust

Whitethroat.
NE Wildlife.

Gate Keeper.
Sue Davies

Photograph by 
Jean-Paul Margnac

The 1970 pop festival seen from East Afton Down, 
looking towards East Afton Farm.

The Tapnell Trail

Speckled Wood.
Sue Davies

Trail Marker

Improving

But being an open farm route, there have 
been complaints of poor signage and a 
walk through a dairy where there is deep 
mud and electric fences. After negotiations 
with the farmer and the council’s Rights of 
Way department, the footpath at the dairy 
has been re-routed across open fields and 
new gates have been provided by Isle of 
Wight Ramblers. New posts and signs are 
being provided as part of the upgrade. The 
interpretation boards have been replaced 
and an updated leaflet will be printed.

The costs of this scheme have been found 
from our Donate a Gate scheme, a grant 
from the Isle of Wight Council, and a 
contribution from the farmer.

the

Main picture View north from the reconfigured 
Tapnell Trail across the Solent to the mainland
Inset, left The interpretation panel
Inset, top and bottom Stiles have been replaced 
with kissing gates, and new signs have been installed

into Sunday short walks

We’re
Marching Next March sees the start of our new 

Sunday Short Walks programme.
Steve Gibson reports.

Emboldened by the support of at least one person –– I 
resolved to give it a try.

And that, in brief, was how the Sunday short walks began. 
We are now in the process of putting the first nine of these 
walks together. They will start at 10.30 am, which hopefully 
is a suitable time for everyone. The distance will be five 
miles and will finish at lunchtime. This would allow a lunch 
at a pub, coffee shop or other venue if people wanted it. It 
would run every week, from March to November inclusive, 
and at a pace which would be no more than two miles an 
hour, hopefully moderate enough for most people. And as 
far as the “hard core” of walks leaders is concerned, we now 
have nine (one for each week in the initial programme as it 
happens) including two new people. 

If your’e one of those who really do want a regular short 
walk, then this is your chance. Come along on Sundays at 
10.30am from 1st March and that is exactly what you will 
get, week in week out.

You could set your watch by it.

Steve Gibson
IW Ramblers Group Committee
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Wight Sole Group Items for the next edition of walkTalk 
Thank you to those who submitted material 
for this edition. If you would like to contribute 
to the next edition, published in April 2014 
please send to:
David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com
By 6th March 2015 at the latest.

Isle of Wight 
Ramblers 
Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary 
Service

IW Ramblers secures a new route 
at proposed Ningwood solar park 
IW RAMBLERS COUNTRYSIDE PANEL actively engages 
with the planning department regarding new planning 
applications.

Often, this is to object to proposals which might have 
adverse effect on our landscape. But development is 
a continuous process and a lot of factors have to be 
considered when making the views of the IW Ramblers 
known.

Occasionally, an opportunity arises. An application for 
a solar park at Ningwood, which was sited near the 
disused railway line, has been submitted. There is an 
aspiration to produce a shared-use trail from Freshwater 
to Newport, but some landowner issues have yet to be 
resolved, and the best we can do in the mean time is to 
create new links along the route.

IW Ramblers suggested to the planners that should the 
application proceed, then a new bridleway should be 
created (a Section 106 agreement).

The proposal was supported 
by a number of local 
organisations including Visit 
Isle of Wight, Campaign 
for the Protection of Rural 
England (CPRE), Local 
Sustainable Transport Forum 
(LSTF), Cyclewight and the 
Bridleways group.

We were pleased to hear 
that the proposal has been 
adopted, and when the 
application proceeds, then a 
new bridleway, one kilometre 
in length, will be created. 
This will link to the Ramblers’ 
new accessible route which 
runs between Newbridge 
and Shalfleet.
 
David Howarth
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Proposed Bridleway - Homestead PV
Draft Plan

DURING THE LAST three 
years I have attended 
a number of Area Chair 
Forums around the country 
where we have discussed 
the need for The Ramblers to 
change.

The Board of Trustees, which 
is responsible for running 
The Ramblers, is proposing 
a new vision of what we want 
to achieve over the next 
ten years. This is based on 
conversations with walkers, 
which you may have read 
about in Walk magazine. 

haveyoursay!!

You can find the proposals 
for a new vision for The 
Ramblers, which contains 
the link to the survey, on the 
website www.ramblers.org.
uk/goallout. Walk magazine 
will also have information in 
December.

There is now an opportunity 
for you to feed back 
your thoughts and ideas, 
before final proposals are 
considered by the next 
General Council.

David Howarth

The future of The Ramblers

The only change is in contacts Group Committee:

Social Secretary-Linda Sheasby and Ann Parker 
have left the committee.  Carol Henley is the new 
Social Secretary.


